
  

“If we are ever going to…take our place as global leaders, we must acknowledge that focusing only on 

science and math education is bad policy. We understand that in an increasingly tech-driven global 

economy, bolstering American students' science and math proficiency definitely increases our chance to 

stay competitive. However, we need the skills taught by humanities disciplines to seal the deal. Clear 

analysis and synthesis of information are as important to our future as science and math…If someone 

wants to change things, whether in a company or in the nation, he or she must be able to cogently and 

succinctly grab the audience's attention and explain what is going on…American students will be 

competitive only if better science and math education is coupled with a strong foundation in the 

humanities.”  

--Robert Weiner and Jaime Ravenet, Study of Humanities A Key to U.S. Economic Success (2012) 

 

Benefits of taking AP English Literature (taken from former students): 

• Learn communication skills needed for success in any career field (reading, writing, analysis) 

• Use an interdisciplinary approach to learning literary themes (history, art, music, science included 

in class discussions) 

• Develop your ability to analyze and find patterns in texts (students say you will WANT to read the 

books!) 

• Participate in interesting class discussions 

• Have flexible and differentiated assessments 

• Get specific feedback on writing assignments; course assessments and teacher feedback are  

designed with your growth and improvement in mind 

• Increased course rigor for college admissions 

• Get help with college admissions process and college essays 

• Have teachers who care about you and want to help you with academic or personal concerns 

• Experience a good balance of work load to learning 

• Can get a college credit from your exam score 

 

A week in AP Lit typically involves the following types of assignments: 
 

• Participating in a discussion in small groups or as a whole class about literary texts 

• Participating in a group activity for literary analysis 

• Practicing writing tasks (in paragraph or full essay form) 

• Editing writing tasks for self or peers 

• Reading literary texts (in or outside of class) 

• Taking a reading assessment on a section of a novel 

• Reading and annotating a set of poems or a critical article 

• Discussing history, art, music, science, and other disciplines as they relate to a literary text 

 

 

**Students report an average of approximately 30 minutes per night spent on homework or preparation 

for their AP Lit class with some nights requiring more or less time overall. 

 

**This course requires the purchase of one novel (Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaids Tale) for summer 

reading. 

 

If you have questions about the course, please email Mrs. Kouns (kouns@fultonschools.org) or Mrs. Foti 

(fotia@fultonschools.org). 
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